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other  people  weren't  working  nearly  hard  enough.  1  lost 
count  of  how  many  times  1  repeated  "1  can  do  all  things 
through  He  who  gives  me  strength  "  while  trying  to  ignore 
cramped  muscles  or  a  sore  back.  Surprisingly,  every  day 
when  I  woke  up,  1  was  ready  and  willing  to  do  more  work. 
We  accomplished  more  than  we  thought  we  would  during 
our  time  there.  God  gave  us  the  wonderful  tool  of  our 
bodies,  and  provided  us  with  all  the  fuel  we  needed  for 

The  trip  taught  me  how  I  could  really  rely  on  God.  1 
also  learned  about  God's  final,  and  arguably  most  impor- 
tant creation-rest.  At  the  end  of  our  trip,  we  spent  a  few 
days  at  the  beach,  recuperating  from  the  work.  It  was  a 
reward  well-earned  and  well  enjoyed.  This  trip  hadn't 
been  the  vacation  I  had  expected  But  1  definitely  had 
adventures  and  new  experiences.  Al  the  end  of  it  all,  1 
recognized  the  trip  as  a  chance  to  use  my  gifts  for  God, 
and  a  chance  for  God  to  work  with,  and  inside  of,  me. 
The  experiences  gave  me  more  than  what  1  deserved  for 
my  service.  One  thing  is  for  sure:  1  will  never  again  view 
a  missions  trip  as  a  vacation,  but  as  a  chance  lo  learn 
more  about  myself,  and  learn  more  about  my  God. 
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